Bacillus Calmette-Guérin contact immunotherapy of local and metastatic deposits of rat tumors.
Adjuvant contact therapy with BCG can be used to control tumor deposits at local subcutaneous sites and at other sites, particularly pulmonary metastases and pleural tumor growths. This treatment method is generally quantitatively more effective than general immunostimulation, or active immunotherapy that employs vaccines of adjuvant and tumor cells. Furthermore, this treatment is effective in hosts that lack full immunocompetence, making it still feasible in immunosuppressed patients. The current evidence indicates that local activation of host macrophages is probably the essential effector mechanism of adjuvant contact therapy.